Who’s Who in Schuylkill County In the 20th Century???

There is presently no updated county biographical publication covering the twentieth century. The Historical Society is working toward remedying that by compiling a biographical data base of Schuylkill Countains. We are asking for your help with this project. Nothing has been compiled in over seventy years. Generations of biographical history may be lost if we do not set out to capture what we can before it is too late.

Following is a list of publications in our reference library that spans early decades.  Samuel T. Wiley’s Biographical and Portrait Cyclopedia, published in 1893. It contains 550 biographical sketched of prominent men and leading citizens in Schuylkill County. In short succession comes the two volumes History of Schuylkill County written by Adolf W. Schalk and the Honorable D. C. Henning, published in 1907. (Henning founded the Historical Society of Schuylkill County in 1903.) Then in 1916 another History of Schuylkill County was published by J. H. Beers & Company.  Finally in 1936 the J. H. Zerbey newspaper family published a six volume History of Pottsville & Schuylkill County which included many biographies of notable citizens. 

Compiling this data base may seem like a daunting task. Perhaps that is why it has not been undertaken until now. Certainly it will take time, but with the modern technology of the internet and e–mail that we have today, it will make it much easier to collect and process the information.

Here is how you can help and submit information. Go onto our web site (www.schuylkillhistory.org) and you will find on the home page a link to Who’s who in Schuylkill County in the 20th Century. Click on that link and you will find a list of names of prominent citizens from our county that have been submitted. Background information is needed about these people. If you recognize someone on this list or may know a family member please let us know how we may get in contact with that family member or tell them to get in contact with us. 

In addition, you may know of someone whose name does not appear on our list that you want to submit. You will also see a link to the Biographical Work Sheet on our web site. If you know of someone that you want to submit to us please fill out the work sheet and send it back to us via e-mail. Share the information with your family and friends about this project and help contribute to a valuable historical and genealogical resource.   (E-mail sch.hist@comcast.net)

